96                                          A   NEW   ACCOUNT

His Reason for honouring the River and his People that Time of the
Year, is to forbid the River formally to flow higher or longer than such a
Number of Inches m Height, or of Days in Time, as he sets it; yet some-
times it disobeys his royal Commands.

All the Mandarines belonging to the Government, whose Affairs require
their Residence in the City, whose Numbers generally amount to 3000.
must daily attend in the Palace, except they have Leave to be absent,
and if any one transgresses, he is severely whipt with split Rattans, which
cut pretty deep into the Flesh, and leave conspicuous Marks behind them.
The greater the Marks appear, the greater the Honour they take them
to be. And the pretty Ladies are not exeem'd from the Flagellation, for
very small Faults. And I have seen some pretty agreeable young Gentle-
women with Rottan Marks on their Backs, which they are so far from
covering, that as they pass the Streets, they expose their Backs, mo'
their Breasts, Bellies, and Necks are covered with a Scarf, seeming to
glory in being so much taken Notice of by the greatest King on Earth.

The Women in Siam are the only Merchants in buying Goods, and
some of them trade very considerably. The Husbands in general are
maintained by the Industry of their Wives. And the Europeans that trade
to Siam, accommodate themselves as they do in Pegu, with temporary
Wives, almost on the same Conditions too, and it is thought no Disgrace
to have had many temporary Husbands, but rather an Honour that they
have been beloved by so many different Men The Christian Priests cry
down that Way of Marrying, and want every Heretick, as well as Chnstian
Cathohck, to be tied to some young Lasses of their bringing up, but the
Hereticks, according to their innate Principles, generally continue deaf
and obstinate to the grave Advice and sound Doctrine of the holy Fathers,
and marry according to the Siam Way The Cathohcks dare not do so
for fear of Excommunication, but the Siam Wives generally prove the
most obedient, loving, and chaste, for which Reason, when the Cathohcks
once go from Siam to follow their Business in other Countries, they
seldom return to Siam, but leave their beloved Wives a Legacy to the
Church, who is a very indulgent Mother to her termagant Daughters.

The Natives of both Sexes go bare-headed, and their Hair cut within
two Inches of the Skin, and gumm'd, and comb'd upwards, which makes
their Head seem very big, and all in Bristles like a Boar's Back. They are
well shap'd in Body and Limbs, with a large Fore-head and a little Nose,
and handsom Mouth with plump Lips, and black sparkling Eyes. Their
Ears of a moderate Size, but large thick Lappets. The Men have but
little Hair on their Chins, and they are of an Olive-colour, but the Women